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Chapter Trans 212
STANDARDS FOR THE INSPECTION OF BRIDGES IN WISCONSIN

Trans212.01 Purpose. Trans 212.08 Inspection.

Trans 212.02 Definitions. Trans 212.09 Ratings.

Trans 212.03 Application of chapter Trans 212.10 Posting.

Trans 212.04 Responsibility for inspection. Trans 212.1  Reporting.

Trans 212.05 Qualification of personnel. Trans 212.12 County status under department direction.
Trans 212.06 Frequency of inspections. Trans 212.13 Compliance and county costs.

Trans 212.07 Frequency of inventory

Trans 212.01 Purpose. The purpose of thishapter is to bridges used onlyby pedestrians, bicycles, and recreational
interpretand implement $84.17 (3) Stats., and to provide stan vehiclesare excluded from the application of this chapter
dardsfor the continuing inspection of bridges in this state. History: Cr. Register February1982, No. 314efl. 3-1-82.

History: Cr. Register February1982, No. 314eff. 3-1-82. - . .
Trans 212.04 Responsibility for inspection. The

Trans 212.02 Definitions. (1) “AASHTO manual” responsibilityfor the continuing inspection program shalldse
meangheManual for Condition Evaluation of Bridges, 1994 adollows:
revisedby Interim Specifications, Bridges 1995-1988blished (1) Thedepartment shall inspect highway bridgesthe state
by the American association of state highway and transportatigonk highway system analll other bridges for which the depart
officials, 444 North Capitol Street, N.WWashington, D.C. menthas been assigned maintenance responsibility
20001. o o _ (2) Eachlocal authority or otheauthority having jurisdiction
Note: This manual i®n file at the dfces of the Division of fansportation Infra overa non-department maintained bridge shmipect the high

structureDevelopmentWisconsin Department ofr@nsportation, the Secretary of . . NP
State,and the Legislative Reference Bureau. way bridges on highways under its jurisdiction.

(2) “Bridge” means a structuréncluding supports, erected (3) Whenthe department determintigt a local authority or
overa depression or an obstruction, such as watkighwayor other authority having jurisdiction over a non-departmental
a railway, having a track or passageway for carryingfizasr ~maintainedbridge has failed to inspect any highway bridge as
othermoving loadsand having an opening measured along tiequired,the department shall inform the county highway €com
centerof the roadway of more than 20 feet between the undercapissionerof the county in which the bridge lecated of the
ing of abutments or spring lines of arches, or extreme ends of thepectionfailure and shaltlirect the county to inspect or cause
openingsfor multiple boxes. It may include multiple pipes wheréhe bridgeto be inspected. Upon receipt of the departraemtice
the clear distance between openings is less tharohtile smaller anddirection, the county shall perform the bridge inspection
contiguousopening. causeit to be performed.

(3) “Bridge inspecto‘rs training manual” means tl‘&'idge _Hls_tory: Cr. Register February 1982, No. 31,4eff._3:1—82; emay. cr (3), ef.
Inspector’sTraining Manual 90 1991, published by the federal8 20-85. (2).Register Aprl, 1386, No. 364ef, 5-1-86.
highwayadministration and available from the superintendent of Trans 212.05 Qualification of personnel. Individuals
documentsU.S. government printing fiée, Washington, D.C. involvedin the inspection of bridges as required by this chapter

20402. shall meet the minimum requirements set forth in the AASHT
Note: This manual i®n file at the dices of the Division of Tansportation Infra  manual.

structureDevelopmentWisconsin Department ofr@nsportation, the Secretary of History: Cr. Registey February1982, No. 31deff. 3-1-82

State,and the Legislative Reference Bureau. T T ’

(4) “Department’means the W¥consin department of trans  Trans 212.06 Frequency of inspections. (1) State-
portation. ownedor state—maintained bridgesall be inspected at regular
(5) “Inspection”means the examination of a bridge, the evalintervalsnot to exceed 2 years.

ation of the physical condition observed, and the report of the (2) | ocally owned bridges shall be inspected at regular-inter
observationsaind evaluations on a bridge inspection report forggals not to exceed 2 years.

adN%Ft)et'eﬁz ;Ddeggﬁgggggs?;ort forms referred to in this subsection are: (3) The max-imum inspection interval specified in su)

“Field Bridge InspectioReport,” #£-M-30, and (2) “Supplemental Information toghd(z) may be increased from 2 years to no more thar] 4 years for

Field Bridge Inspection,”#E-M-36. Copies of these report forms may be obtainé€rtaintypes or groups of bridges where past inspection reports,

from the department. favorable experience and analysis by the department justifies an
(6) “Inventory” means the gathering and reporting of all inforincreasednspection interval. itten concurrence of thiederal

mation required on the bridge inventory form adopted by thisighwayadministrator shall be obtained the department before

department. the inspection interval is increased.

(7) “Posting” means the placement of regulatory signs at a (4) Interiminspections at intervals other than thepecified
bridgeindicating the safe load-carrying capacity of the bridgein subs(1) and(2) shall be conducted as found necessary by the
(8) “Rating” means determining the safe load—carryingnaintainingauthority on bridgesghat are posted, bridges sub

capacityof a bridge. Jectedto excessive run—bthat may cause scquand bridges that
) tHitholry:l QCJZReNgisEle?fge%b%Ja{ylg%SZ, No. ?lAejf. (33—)1;8(%;) amd((:lg)and é&xergi haveknown deficiencies. The maintaining authority shall keep a
Ister, July » No. - o—1-92, correction In (3) 10 (5) and (8) made urkler recordof interim inspections availabfer review by the depart
Tosa G D) %, StatsRegister uly 1992, No. 43%am. (1) and B)Registet Y et and federal authorities. If the maintaining authority has
failed to perform the inspection, the county highway commis
Trans 212.03 Application of chapter. The bridge sionerin the county in which the bridge is located shall perform
inspectionand inventory standards in this chapter apply to ate interim inspections as directed by the department and keep a
highway bridges which either lie within or cross therders of the record of the interim inspections available for review by the
state of Wisconsin. Bridges carrying only railroad fiafand departmentnd federal authorities. Upon receipt of thepart
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ment’snotice and direction, the county shall perform the interiffior these bridge inspections shall submit the inspection refports

inspectionsor cause them to be performed. updatingthe statewide bridgfle to the appropriate department
History: Cr. Registey February1982, No. 314ef. 3-1-82; emag. am. (3), df  official or officials by January 15 of the appropriate year

8-20-85am. (3),Registey April, 1986, No. 364efl. 5-1-86;am. (1), renum. (3) . . L . .

to be (4), cr (3), Register July, 1999, No. 523eff. 8-1-99 (2) Eachauthority having jurisdictiolver a bridge for which

the department has no inspection responsibility shall report the

Trans 212.07 Frequency of inventory. An inventory resultsof all its bridge inspections to the county highway coramis

shallbe maintained for each bridge. Changes in inventory datasinerof the county in which the authority is located by January

postingsshall be reported to the appropriate departmeditiaf 1 of each odd year

or officials when the bridges are inspected and significant changeg3) (a) Each county highway commissioner shall report the

occur. The inventory of a new bridge shall be obtained upqRsytsof all non-state maintained bridge inspections in his or her
completionof its construction and the information shall be'Schountyto the appropriate departmenficl or officials.

mitted to the department at that tinfier use in maintaining the : :
statewidebridge file. (b) Except agprovided in par(c), paper reports for all local

Story: : : bridgesthat are not a department responsibility shaudemitted
History: Cr. Registey February1982, No. 314ef. 3-1-82 am. Register July,
19958,133 523r eéf%'ff_’gge ey ° 2 am. Register uly to the department by January 15 of each odd year
(c) In lieu of par(b), electronic reports in a form acceptable

Trans 212.08 Inspection. The items to be inspecte@th 4 the department may be submitted to the department by February
eachbridge include, but aneot limited to, the items specified onq of each odd year

the bridge inspection report form. The bridge inspésttaining . .

manualshall be used as a guide to additional items to be inspected?) Thedepartment shaihform the county highway comris

andto the detail required in special cases. sionersof revisionsto the file data generated by the reports for
History: Cr. Register February1982, No. 314eff. 3-1-82 am. Register, July, brldgesm their county as soon as practlcable afterdhpart

1999,No. 523 eff. 8-1-99 ment'sreceipt of the reports generating the file data revisions.
(5) After February 1 of each odd ye#éine department shall
mpilea list of any local governments which have not submitted
reportsrequired by subg2) and(3) and shall submit this list

Trans 212.09 Ratings. Each bridge required tde
inspectedunder this chapter shall be rated to determine its s
load-carryingcapacity Significant changes in the condition of &, the'senate and thessembly committees concerned with trans
bridge shall be reported to théepartment as soon as poss'bleportationissues
W.henthes@nlflcant change &fCt.s the rating of the b”‘?'g‘?' the History: Cr. Registey February1982, No. 314eff. 3-1-82; am. (1)Register,
bridgeshall be rerated by the maintenance authority within-7 calily, 1992, No. 439%f. 8-1-92 am. (1) and (3)Register July, 1999, No. 523eff.
endardays of the inspectionVhen the inspection or rerating8-1-99
resultsin a recommendation for posting, change in postingloer

sureof the bridge, the department shall be notifiéthin 7 calea ~ Trans 212.12 County status under department

dar days of the inspection or rerating. Ratings shall be determiégection. When a county highway commissiorara county

in accordance with the AASHT manual. containinga bridge that has failed to be inspected, posted, or
History: Cr. Register February1982 No. 314 ef. 3-1-82; amRegisterJuly ~ Closedreceives noticand direction from the department toper

1992, No. 439eff. 8-1-92. form the inspection, perform the interim inspection, keep records,

post or close the bridge, the county is the agent of the local author

ﬁé that has failed to fulfillits responsibilities. No liability is
sumedby the county in carrying out the departmeuirection.

Any liability associated with the counsyaction in followingthe

department'slirection is imputed to the local authority with main

Trans 212.10 Posting. When it is determined bthe
departmenthat the maximum load under state law exceeds t
load permitted on dridge as described in the AASBTmanual,
the bridge shall be posted for weight limits or closed. dibpart
mentshall posbr close bridges on the state trunk highway sy.Steanance“esponsibility for the bridge
andall .Other brldges for WhI_Ct'he department is the mam.ta'mng History: Emeg. cr. eff. 8-20-85; chegister;April, 1986, No. 364eff. 5-1-86.
authority.Each local authority shall post or close the bridges on
highwaysunder its jurisdiction. When a local authority fails to 1,45 212.13 Compliance and county costs. Coun
postor close a bridge as required, the department shall inform the. 2 +ting upon notice and direction from the department to per
countyhighway commissioner of the county in which the bridgg, 1, the inspection, perform the interim inspection, keep records,
is located and direct the county to post or close the bridge or ¢ SEtor close bridges on local roads that are not under cqurigy
the bridge to be posted or closed. Upon receipt of the deparfmefj(ion shall be reimbursed fdne costs by the local authority with
noticeand direction, the county shall post or close the bridge gf,intenanceesponsibility for the bridge. If theounty is not
causeit to be posted or closed. After the erectiosighs or barfi aimprsedhy the maintaining authoritthe county shall be eligi
ers associated witlhe posting or closing of the bridge by the, g tor reimbursement of costs frothe maintaining authority’
county, the local maintaining authority of the bridge is responsib|g g transportation aids payment unde8.3q Stats. The reim
fOLitSTg '-T'"’Sftfe”iicepe?,';ﬂe&%”ifrgtl’?;?%r_sl'_sz- omar am o DUrsemenpayment shall be made by the department directly to
8-20-85m Regioter April. 1986.No. 36def. 5-1-86 am. Register July, 1009, the county Maintaining authorities that fail to reimburse counties
No. 523 eff. 8-1-99 for costs shall not be eligible for any local bridge program funds.

. . . . Failureof a county to comply with notice and direction fréme
_ Trans 212.11 Reporting. The reporting of bridge inspec gepartmento perform the inspection, perform the interim inspec
tions shall be as follows: ) _ tion, keep records, post or close bridgeall result in the suspen
_(1) Bridgesfor whichthe department has inspection responskion of all federal highway aids and all state bridge aidthéo
bility shall be reporteébr maintenance purposes for the year igounty.
which they wereinspected. The department personnel responsibleiistory: Emeg. cr ef. 8-20-85; crRegister April, 1986, No. 364ef. 5-1-86.
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